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The committee has continued our goal of upgrading the quality and quantity of umpires
and referees.

Umpires — We now have a total of 236 active umpires in all levels. This year we have
qualified the following officials:

a. Club Umpires — 26.

b. We now have 5 International Umpires (Blue Badge) and Valeriy Elnatanov and
Joseph Yick have met all requirements except the interview as of the 2005 US
Open. The interview is a formality but we have no control over when it will be
conducted.

Referees — We have qualified 16 Certified Referees this year, bringing the total to 35; 3
of the Certified Referees have qualified as National Referees. We now have 8
International, 8 National and 32 Certified Referees.

New referee requirement: we propose that effective January 2007, all referees must
have a referee qualification in addition to an umpire rating. International, National, and
Regional umpires were notified of this new requirement in June. I will conduct a live
Certified Referee Seminar at the Nationals. Board approval is requested. (See enclosure
1)

Umpire re-certification — We have had 44 umpires take and pass the re-certification
exam since we started the program. Re-certification was initially scheduled every three
years. To simplify record keeping we will require re-certification only in years divisible
by 3, e.g. 2006, 2009, etc.

Azmy Ibrahim was elected as a full member of the ITTF Rules Committee.

The Hardbat Committee reports that the special rule for hard bats will not be needed
much longer. Riesman rubber is nearing ITTF approval.

We appreciate the refreshments provided to officials at recent tournament.

We need to provide lockers or another way to secure bags. The new umpire standards
require that umpires don’t carry bags into the playing area,

Nearly all umpires have complained of the increased cost of working at the major
tournaments. Almost all umpires come only to work. In addition to using vacation time,
each is paying more money each year for the privilege of working. I’ll grant that we
enjoy the work, but reasonable expenses should be considered a necessary tournament
expense.

Recommendations:
a. Substantially increase travel reimbursement for umpires at major tournaments.



b. Approve the new referee requirement: “That effective January 2007, all
tournament referees must be International, National or Certified Referees.
Specific requirements by tournament will be specified in the Tournament Guide.”

C. Approval of the attached committee budget

Llemeledl B otin
Wendell Dillon, IR
Chairman

Enclosures
Justification for new referee requirement
Proposed budget



New Referee Requirements

Proposal:

“Effective January 2007 all referees for USATT tournaments must be qualified as a
Certified Referee, National Referee or International Referee. Specific level
requirements will be covered in the Tournament Guide.”

Justification:

1.

Since 1982 we have required referees to be at least Regional Umpires. For more than
20 years we have not enforced this requirement.

In 1992, | began including referee questions on Regional and National Umpire
exams. Anyone who qualified as IU or NU before that, is qualified as a referee
without answering even one referee question. The referee questions on these exams
were designed to provide an evaluation of referee knowledge. They were not enough
to determine a referee’s qualification but merely to provide some indication that the
umpire had some basic referee knowledge in order to justify the existing
qualification.

We started the Certified Referee program in 2003. We now have 32 Certified
Referees, plus 3 who have advanced to national referees.

The Certified Referee Program can be taken by an umpire of any rank. This removes
the impediment to finding qualified referees because no Regional or higher umpire is
available. Most of the Certified Referees are Club Umpires.

The Certified Referee Program is available on a referee CD that contains five
PowerPoint lessons on referee duties. The CD also contains other pertinent files
including four ITTF umpire PowerPoint lessons, current ITTF Laws and Regulations
and Tournament Guide extracts.

In every field there is opposition to raising standards. If an umpire has been serving
as a referee for many years and doing it well, he should have no problem qualifying
as a Certified Referee. | believe that everyone who has taken the CR seminar, live or
on CD, has found it informative. Longevity as a referee doesn’t make anyone
competent.

Some would argue that we should “grandfather” experienced referees. The problem
with that is, what standard do we use? | believe that it is better to make a firm
requirement and bring all referees up to the new standard. | am confident that all the
Certified Referees are competent to referee at any 0-2 star tournament.

With the approval of this proposal referee requirements will be stable for many years
to come.

Regional and higher level umpires were given 18 months notice of the new
requirement. That is plenty of time for anyone to become qualified. Board approval
now will remove any reason to delay qualification.
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