
TO: USATT Board of Directors

SUBJECT: Rules/Officials Committee Report

DATE:May 24, 2004

1. The committee has assumed the goal of upgrading the quality of umpires and
referees.

2. Umpires – We have purged the umpire list by 385. These umpires were removed
from the active list because they failed to respond to an invitation to remain active.
We now have 184 active umpires of all ranks.

a. Of those dropped from the rolls, 5 asked to be placed inactive.

b. We have certified 1 regional and 24 new club umpires this year including several
who took the club umpire exam on the web.

c. We have 2 regional umpires scheduled to take the national umpire exam at the US
Open.

d. We have nominated Yelena Karshtedt to take the International umpire exam.

e. Tom Miller has met all criteria to be designated a Blue Badge International
Umpire.

f. I am requesting the Board’s approval of a recertification program for all USATT
umpires. Recertification will be required each 3 years and will consist of a club
level exam, primarily conducted on the web. Details are in the attached
Umpire/Referee Memo 2004-1.

3. Referees – We have qualified 13 certified referees and there are several who have
recently applied. I am asking the Board to approve the new referee standards. Larry
Thoman’s article in the May/June magazine gives a good explanation of the new
qualification (attached).

4. Foreign international umpires residing in the USA –  We have a number of foreign
IU’s who wish to transfer to the USATT. Some of them don’t have enough grasp of
spoken English. I will ask the Board to direct the Committee to establish standards for
transferring foreign IU’s to the USATT.

5. Our Committee again asks the Board to rescind the use of “hard bat” rackets not
conforming to the equipment rules and regulations in other than hard bat competition.
We had two unfortunate incidents in the past year that caused serious problems. One
involved the referee not knowing the rule and the other a non-competing player didn’t
know the rule.

6. We recommend that the Board consult with our Committee on any proposed changes
to ITTF Rules and Regulations in time to provide advice before the USATT delegate
decides how to vote. Other committees should also be consulted on motions of
concern to those committees.



7. Olympic trials.

a. U.S. Trials – We had a severe shortage of umpires for the US Singles and
Doubles Trials. At the Singles Trials we had only 2 umpires. Chris Lehman also
umpired after he was eliminated. The referee, Larry Kesler, recruited several
umpires who were there in other capacities. In the Doubles Trials we had only 4
umpires.

b. Continental Trials – Canada conducted the Singles Trials. We provided a deputy
referee and one umpire. We conducted the Doubles Trials in Atlanta. Although
we invited a deputy referee and 3 umpires from Canada, they provided only a
deputy referee and one umpire. With very short notice, we recruited 2 US regional
umpires. There were no problems in either the Singles or Doubles competitions.

c. Our Committee will discuss how to improve umpire participation for future
national trials competitions.

8. We appreciate the provision of refreshments to officials at the control desk at the
2003 Nationals.

9. Request approval of the specific proposals in Enclosure 1.

Wendell Dillon
Wendell Dillon, IR
Chairman

Enclosures –
1 – Recommended proposals for Board approval
2 – Umpire/Referee Memo 2004-1 (recertification)
3 – Magazine article of referee qualification



Enclosure 1

Subject: Rules/Officials Committee proposals

USATT Board Meeting, June 2004

1. That the regulation permitting “hard bat’ rackets to be used in any event in US
tournaments be rescinded effective January 2005.

Discussion: This has been previously discussed. We have a very small group of players who
have taken their preference for a specific type of racket and have obtained Board approval to use
that racket in any event without regard to USATT or ITTF rules. This would be appropriate if
USATT were a local organization. The ITTF has  stringent approval procedures for rubber. It is
patently unfair for a small group to be exempt from compliance with the rules. We have no
problem with their hard bat events; they write the rules. In other events, hard bat is now
considered junk rubber. Imagine if anti-spin rubber in the 1960’s had special exemptions from
ITTF rules. Several manufacturers produce legal rubber without sponge. This hard bat exception
has been in effect for 4 years. That is plenty of time for anyone to obtain legal rubber and still get
the benefits of the traditional game.

Tournament directors wishing to allow hard bats in any event as presently authorized can do so
by including it in the entry blank.

2. “That the Rules/Officials Committee establish procedures for recertifying umpires
periodically.”

Discussion: See attached Umpire/Referee Memo 2004-1. The ITTF is establishing recertification
requirements for international umpires.

3. “That the referee qualifications established by the Rules/Officials Committee be
approved and that all tournaments must have a qualified referee not later than January
2005.”

Discussion: See attached magazine article by Larry Thoman. We have had a requirement from
1982 that referees be at least regional umpires. That requirement has been waived for many
tournaments for more than 20 years. The new certified referee qualification enables club umpires
to become certified referees. I have confidence in the certified referee program and have
confidence that those certified are qualified.

4. “That the Rules/Officials Committee establish procedures for foreign international
umpires to transfer to USATT as IU’s. Such procedures must ensure that the umpire is
proficient in the English language.”

Discussion: We have a number of foreign IU’s who wish to transfer to the USATT. Some of
them don’t have enough grasp of spoken English. They know the rules but should be able to
communicate in our English language.




