Officials View
In Memory of Great Men: Bob Partridge and Jimmy McClure
By Dr. Azmy

In memory of our good men, let us follow their footsteps. Lately we have suffered great
losses of some of our great umpires.

However, looking to their lives and achievements one can see great models that we should
aspire for and follow.

As players they dedicated their lives to Table Tennis. To reach the levels of great players as
local, national, and international champions, there must have been a part of their lives that was
seriously absorbed by table tennis. Stories we heard from those who lived with them and those
who have known them, tell us that they build shrines for table tennis where they have to visit
every day, every week, through the years. Table tennis was a devotion that came first before and
above everything else.

When they became umpires, they excelled to the highest levels, from the club to the regional,
to the national, and to the international. They were admired and respected by players, coaches,
fellow umpires, and officials. They lived in the sport, accepted its ups and downs, survived its
continuous changes, adhered to its rules and laws, and performed their duties in fairness and
respect. However, they were leaders in opposing any rule or regulation that they felt was not in
the spirit of the sport. History will tell us how they contributed to the lowering of the net by % of
an inch, and how they stood firm in opposing age limits for umpires. One can go on, to write on
and on, remembering each and all of them for their tasks.

As officials, one hears about their names as founders of clubs in their areas, as well as
serving on several committees on the state, the national (USATT) and international (ITTF)
levels. Their superb services were recognized; Bob Partridge by the California Hall of Fame,
Jimmy McClure by the USATT and ITTF Halls of Fame and on the ITTF president advisory
committee.

I would like to take this opportunity to recognize our successes as a reflection of the models
set by our late great men. In their memory let us celebrate their achievements and ours as well.
Yes, they were models for many of us and they helped develop a group of the finest and best
umpires in the world. Let me touch on the latest example. Out of the worldwide 25 Blue Badge
umpires, five are from the USA. This is probably one of the highest rates in the world. I know
that many umpires are deeply concerned, if not just dissatisfied, with that new requirement. In
fact some umpires entertaining the notion of quitting because of the Blue Badge rule.

On the one hand, we can look at it as one more step. USA has a ladder of many steps for
umpires: club umpire, regional umpire, national umpire, and finally international umpire. Let us
add one more. On the other hand, the process seems rather long to get the Blue Badge, because
there are not that many tournaments where there are evaluations, and associations may not send
the same umpire to those that do.

We are not the only association that is frustrated with the new requirement. In fact we are
witnessing contradictory messages. For the coming World Championship in Shanghai,
associations were asked to nominate 1Us in case they do not have Blue Badge umpires. Another
frustrated experience was when a Blue Badge umpire went to an international tournament and
found himself the reserve umpire for others who were not Blue Badge umpires. Let us remember
that the requirement for the Blue Badge is limited to the World Championships and the
Olympics. 1Us without Blue Badges can go to all other international competitions. And some of
us are involved in trying to change the aspects that may not seem reasonable. Today we don’t



need just people who complain, I think we need to start a group action asking for the things we
want to change.
In the memory of our late excellent umpires let us continue our excellent performances.



